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“God does not contend with us as if he wished to pursue our of-
fenses to the utmost. For if we sincerely turn to him, he will im-
mediately return to favor with us, and will blot out all remem-
brance of our sins, and will not demand an account of them. For
he is not like men who, even for a slight and inconsiderable of-
fense, often refuse to be reconciled. Nay, so far is he from giv-
ing us reason to complain of his excessive severity, that he is
ready to cleanse us, and to make us as white as snow.” (John
Calvin, Commentary on Isaiah at 1:18)

Isaiah: A Prophet for Our Times
Introduction & Isaiah 1:1–20

➢ Who is Isaiah?

➢ What does his name mean?

➢ When did Isaiah write and preach?

➢ How many “Isaiahs” are there? One? Two? Three? Do John 
12:37–41 and Romans 9:27–29; 10:15–21 have a bearing on the
answer?

➢ What are some of the reasons
that critical scholarship denies
the unity of the Book of
Isaiah? (Hint: Look at Isaiah
44:28 and 45:1.)

➢ Some see a tension (or even
conflict) in the Old Testament
between the priests, on the one
hand, who emphasize the law
and temple worship, and the
prophets, on the other hand,
who are critical of temple
worship. Is this an accurate
picture of the Old Testament?

“Isaiah  brings  us  face  to
face with Him who sits upon
the  throne,  high  and  lifted
up,  who  controls  the  des-
tinies  of  nations,  and  who
sends  to  us  a  Child,  even
our  Lord  and  Redeemer.
The  late  Dr.  J.  Gresham
Machen  once  spoke  of  the
Old  Testament  prophesies
as 'full of the grace of God.'
And  as  we  read  of  that
grace  may  our  deepest
gratitude be  to  Him who is
the  true  Author  of  this
prophecy,  and  who  in  the
fullness of  time sent  to this
earth  Him  whose  name  is
Wonderful  Counselor,  the
Mighty God, the Everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace.”
(E.  J.  Young,  The  Book  of
Isaiah, pp. viii-ix).



➢ What was the land of 
Judah like when Isaiah 
prophesied? How is it 
different from and how is
it like our situation?

➢ Into what setting does 
Isaiah 1:2 draw you? See
also Deuteronomy 32:1.

➢ What function did Isaiah 
(and the other prophets) 
fulfill?

➢ How does Isaiah think of
and speak about the LORD? (Isaiah 1:4; 6; and 57:15?)

➢ What is the cause of the anguish in the early verses of Isaiah 1?

➢ Why the mention of Sodom and Gomorrah?

➢ Why is God critical of the worship his people are bringing?
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➢ What is the source of comfort in the 
book?

➢ What process does Isaiah describe in 
1:25?

➢ Why do you need to study the Book of 
Isaiah?

An Outline of Isaiah 
(modified from E. J. Young, The Book of Isaiah, Vol. 3)

I. The crisis and the Messiah (1–12)
II. The theocracy and the nations

(13–27)
III. True deliverance is found in

the LORD (18–35)
IV. The bridge (between Assyria

& Babylon) (36–39)
V. Salvation and future blessing

(40–66)
A. Jerusalem's warfare is

ended (40–48)
B. Jerusalem's iniquity is

pardoned (49–57)
C. Jerusalem has received

from the LORD double (58–
66)

“In the first chapter we also find
a reference to 'a few survivors,'
that is, a remnant. This, too, is
a recurring theme in the book.
Isaiah already raises it in con-
nection  with  his  calling  (6:13).
He  named  one  of  his  sons
Shear-jashub,  which  means  a
remnant  shall  return or  repent
(7:3). Isaiah's prophetic mission
may have seemed a thankless
task, but it was not, for there re-
mained  a  remnant  chose  by
God  in  His  sovereign  grace.”
(C.  Vanderwaal,  Search  the
Scriptures, Vol. 5, pp. 14–15).
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